
 
 
 

 

CREATIVE ACTIVITY – EDUCATIONAL WALK 

“TREASURES AND UNTOLD STORIES OF THE OAK GROVE” 
  

Once upon a time there was a huge oak wood, almost an inaccessible forest.  

The trunks there lived, the knights were riding and the poems were written here... 

 

 

On 4th of October a group of kaunasians (Kaunas citizens) – nature lovers went to educational walk around 

the Oak Grove. During the walk they experienced the present and the past, the urban and the wild. Not every one of 

them knew about hidden natural environment treasures of this park, as well as untold stories dating tsarist times.  

 

 

The Small Oak Grove 

The group followed the trail, using a virtual map and a 

leaflet. Starting from the Point 1 – Kaunas County Public Library (K. 

Donelaičio St. 8), they reached the Small Oak Grove first.  

The Oak Grove is divided into two parts – the Small Oak 

Grove and the main area. Originally, it was connected, but as the 

city developed, the street has divided these two parts. During the 

interwar the Small Oak Grove was quite busy: the main country’s 

agricultural exposition was held in this place. Not only was the area 

named “The Mountain of Exposition”, but also the exhibit was the 

event of the year, as the country’s president Smetona and other 

clerks with a group of journalists came to visit trade stands. Today’s 

companies like Ford, Osram, Toblerone and others also 

participated in the expo. 

During the soviet period this area was abandoned and 

left with only few attractions and basketball courts. There are some 

vanished objects in the Small Oak Grove: Ferris wheel, Pavilion for 

Great Duke Vytautas Magnus, Old gates to the Agricultural expo. 

After decades, the building of Kaunas Country Public Library 

(Radastų St. 2 – now under reconstruction) was built here and on 

7th of September in 1987 it was opened for the readers.  

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1LTwlcwBzXcZ3_pf01uxcIwLGAb7sgush&ll=54.899510197296%2C23.931594671086476&z=15


The main Oak Grove – an urbanistic insert and natural environment treasures 

After crossing the main street, the group reached the Main Oak Grove. They were surprised to learn that in the 

past, this place looked more like a dense forest with centuries old oaks and gazing bisons. Just in the early 1920s this 

place was noticed by the government and it was decided to use it for a big palace for Physical Education, as well as to 

build a National Stadium. The park tracks were installed only in the late 1920s, but in that time some places still were 

left wild and even used for farming.  

 

 

The Oak Grove covers about 84 hectares and is the largest urban stand of mature oaks in Europe. Most of 

its trees are oaks ranging in age from 100 to 320 years old, but also it holds linden, birch and maple trees.  

There are interesting animal and plant species in the park that are protected: Tawny Owl, Western 

Barbastelle (bat), almost extinct bugs and several lichen species. If You are lucky, you can see squirrels that love the 

Oak Grove, and hear a protected species of woodpeckers – Middle Spotted Woodpecker. In thicker oaks you can find 

a special insect called Osmoderma Eremita. This dark colour beetle is listed in the Red Book as its population is almost 

extinct in Europe. The bug is very rare and lives only in the centuries old oak trees. One more special thing about this 

bug is that it emits a pleasant smell of peaches.  

There is also ZOO, Kaunas Sports hall, S. Darius and S. Girėnas football stadium and the Valley of the Songs 

in its naturally formed amphitheater. In this oak surrounded scene the national Celebration of Songs has been held 

since the interwar. But the biggest pride and special meaning for every true kaunasian is a giant bronze bison sculpture 

by a woman sculptor Ona Matulaitė standing in the middle of the main Oak Grove. It represents Kaunas symbol that 

is also on the city's herb.  



There are dead oak trees in the park that are full of life. They are left as an important place for birds and 

insects to live. The group found one impressive old oak that is attached with lots of nests and is called a bird hotel or 

dormitory.  

The secret valley 

But the most exciting part of the walk was the secret 

valley. Secret because just one out of all walkers knew about it. 

The valley is not easy to reach and find. It is called after poet 

Adomas Mickevičius. While teaching in Kaunas, the poet liked 

to visit the Oak Grove and rest in this valley. There is the stone 

of A. Mickevičius, which his friends left after the poet emigrated 

in 1823. You can find the stone near the flowing Girstupis 

stream. Initials “A. M.” and the date “1823” engraved in the 

stone, as well as a fragment from a poem “Gražina”, in which 

he writes how strongly he admires the valley: 

“The beauteous vale of Kowna did I see, 

Where naiads' hands in summer and in spring 

Make smooth the lawns, with red flowers garnishing; 

That is the loveliest of vales on earth” (Transl. Noel Clark, Antemurale XXIII 1979) 

 

The group found the stone and touched the history, guiding the initials with their fingers… 

What a wonderful valley, what a wonderful day! 


